
 

Northern Catalpa 

 

 

 

 

(Catalpa speciosa)  
 
Mature Height:  40’-70’ 
 
Mature Spread:  25’-45’ 
 
Growth Rate:  Fast 
 
Flower:  White 
 
Fruit:  Long, green seedpods 
that look like vanilla pods 
 
Catalpa is a large, native tree 
that grows well in most soil 
types and can even handle 
seasonal flooding.  Its size 
makes it an excellent shade 
tree for larger yards.  It can 
tolerate both wet and drought 
conditions.  It has a beautiful 
white bloom in the spring and 
early summer.  Its irregular 
shape makes each tree its 
own unique specimen.  Catalpa is a great option for areas that are low-lying and 
may hold water for several days at a time.  It has very few disease or insect 
problems and is highly adaptable. 
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